CONFESSIONAL

But the idea beckons, a light fixed high above
racial peculiarities or compensations.

Boys should be taught to question everything
and to deny whatever is of current acceptance. By
rejecting old truths we bottom them or discover
better.

The first commandment is: be yourself; never
conform; be proud of yourself and willful; for
there is no one in the world like you, nor ever has
been, and your unlikeness to all others is the rea.'
son of your existence, and its solitary justifica^
tion. What shall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul?

The second commandment is a. corollary of the
first: find out wherein you excel naturally, and
with the most ease, and make that quality your
breadwinner. If you have a good head you will
soon turn your craft into an art, and if you hap'
pen to have one of the best heads, whatever you
do, you will do it with mastery and find in it the
likeness of everything in this world that is well
done. You, too, will be one of the Creators.

Let no one imagine that these counsels are of
vain conceit: each new generation is trained to
servile respect for the preceding generation and
for authority; but the subservience is ridiculous
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